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PRESS RELEASE
SCHOOL CHOICE NATIONAL CONFERENCE
Quality Education for All: Policy Solutions for Better Schooling
16 December 2009, 9 am - 8 pm
Amaltas Hall, India Habitat Centre, New Delhi
The first School Choice National Conference (SCNC) on Quality Education for All: Policy Solutions for Better Schooling, organized by the School Choice Campaign on 16 December 2009 at the India Habitat Centre, New Delhi, was well attended and appreciated by the participants. The Conference had an excellent blend of top-level national and international academics, policy makers, eminent speakers and education experts and advisors as well as a very good representation of delegates comprising of development workers, corporates, academicians and school leaders, government officials, civil society, social activists, youth and the media.

Speaking at the Inauguration of the Conference, Mr Sam Carlson, Lead Education Specialist - World Bank, summarized the challenges for the government and civil society groups in executing the Right to Education in India. Calling for more Public Private Partnerships, Mr Carlson demanded more emphasis on quality of school education. Also present were Dr Parth Shah, President – Centre for Civil Society and Mr Kanwal Rekhi, who spoke on the need for school choice solutions to reforming and liberalizing school education in India.

The Conference sessions focused on the implementation of the key provisions of the Right to Education and their potential impact on the future of Indian elementary education.

The first session on Private Schools and the Poor: Implementing the 25% in Section 12 of RTE brought together a powerful panel comprising of Prof R Govinda, Vice-Chancellor, NUEPA, Mr Amit Kaushik, CEO of Shri Educare Ltd & former Director of MHRD, Dr Kartik Muralidharan, Assistant Professor at the University of California and Mr Anders Hultin, CEO of GEMS Education UK and the key person who planned and executed the Swedish voucher program. The session explored the challenges in implementing the Section 12, brought to light innovative schemes that could be a model to ensure successful implementation of this provision as well as the government’s plans and work progress at this end.

While summing up the session, Prof Govinda informed the audience that the government had no position on vouchers being used to implement Section 12 and expressed confidence that the rules and regulations of the Right to Education Act will be completed in the coming months.

When the RTE Act comes to effect there is a fear that lakhs of unrecongised schools may have to close down. The second session on Graded Recognition System: Positive Regulation Provisions under Section 19 of the Right to Education Act saw the presentation of an new which can be used to not only save the nearly 2,00,000 schools in the country from shutting down but also bring in quality parameter into the governments recognition system.

"With this idea, the government will be able to bring all the unrecognized small schools catering to mostly socio-economic disadvantaged section of society into the legal ambit thereby ensuring minimum safety, hygiene and teaching standards, “ said Mr Baladevan R, National Director, School Choice Campaign.

A working group SWOT analysis of the idea was organized in order to make the session more participatory, engaging and interesting.

Molly McMohan, Program Officer, Gray Matters Capital presented their School Ratings Project, a similar initiative to help school managers, parents, regulators and investors better assess the quality of education affordable private schools are offering.

The third session on Autonomy: Strengthening Government Schools Sections 21 and 22 of the Right to Education Act focused on how to empower the School Management Committees, consisting of parents and teachers, to take greater control of the local schooling and hold government schools accountable. The session saw presentations made by Ms Anu Aga, former Chairperson – Thermax Foundation, Mr Vijay Chadda, CEO, Bharti Foundation and Ms Neelima Khetan, CEO, Seva Mandir. All speakers shared their experiences partnering with local government authorities to improve the education provided in government schools. The session clearly pressed for greater decentralization of government schooling and increased participation of community groups in education.

Looking at the way forward from the Conference, Mr Gurcharan Das, Author and Chairman, Centre for Civil Society, identified the unrealistic recognition requirements for private unaided schools as the primary challenge. Prof James Tooley, Professor of Education Policy at Newcastle University, called for immediate action to save private budget schools, currently serving the poor, which might come under the axe.

The concluding session on the Challenges Facing India’s Education in 2010 saw presentations by Mr Vijay K. Thadani, CEO, NIIT Ltd, Ms Rashmi Krishnan, Director, SCERT, and Hon Oscar Fernandes, Member of Parliament and Chairman, Standing Committee on Human Resource Development.

The Conference provided a much needed platform for educationists, policy experts, activists and government officials to sit together, identify critical issues in the education sector, review existing programs, explore strategies to face the challenges ahead and ideate on ingenious solutions to provide quality education to all children in India. The recommendations for the implementation of RTE as a follow up of the conference will be presented to the government.

To know more about the Conference, please visit www.schoolchoice.in/scnc2009/ or contact: 

Baishali Bomjan
Manager- PR and Communication
Mob: 98713 66407; Email: baishali@ccs.in 
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